
News Release 

Lea County Sheriff’s Office 

July 16, 2017 at 8:38am a Deputy while checking a residence listed on a close patrol status 
in the 2000 block of Roberts Lane, Hobbs, New Mexico discovered a suspicious vehicle with 
the driver’s door and the trunk in the open position.  The Deputy made contact with a male 
subject later identified as Julio Ceasar Jacquez, 25YOA, from Hobbs, NM.  The Deputy 
observed the vehicles dash and ignition system had been dismantled along with several 
back packs and a duffle bag where observed in the trunk of the vehicle.  While speaking 
with Jacquez the Deputy reported hearing movement from within the residence listed on 
the close patrol.  The Deputy then requested the assistance of additional Sheriff’s Office 
and Hobbs Police Department units.  While conducting a safety search of Jacquez, a loaded 
handgun magazine was located on his person.  A handgun was also located under the front 
seat of the vehicle which Jacquez was originally located in.  Jacquez was detained for 
further investigation. 

When additional Deputies arrived on scene it was discovered several tools and other items 
had been stacked outside the rear door of the residence, verbal instructions where given to 
the subject(s) which were inside the residence to exit.  After several commands to exit the 
residence Deputies observed a second male subject identified as Emmanuel Salazar, 
27YOA, from Hobbs, NM exit the residence through a window.  Once outside the residence 
Salazar began to run from the Deputies.  Salazar was then detained by pursuing Deputies.   

Believing an additional suspect might be inside the residence additional verbal commands 
where issued for any, and all subject(s) to exit the residence.  When no one exited the 
residence and with the discovery of a loaded handgun the Lea County Sheriff’s Office 
activated the Lea County Sheriff’s Office SWAT Team.  Upon the arrival of the SWAT 
Team a perimeter was established while a Lea County Sheriff’s Office Investigator 
obtained a search warrant for the residence.  After additional verbal commands to exit the 
residence went unanswered the SWAT Team then deployed Tear Gas to the residence’s 
interior. After the deployment of the gas, a search of the residence was conducted by the 
members of the SWAT Team.  A 3rd suspect, Sammy Espinosa, 26YOA, of Hobbs, NM was 
located and detained.  



Through further investigation it was discovered the (3) suspects had traveled together to 
the residence with the intent to enter the residence without authorization and remove items 
of value. 

During the investigation, the Hobbs Police Department was in the process of taking a stolen 
vehicle report involving the vehicle for which Jacquez was located in.  The vehicle was 
reported stolen from the 1700 block of East Snyder Street in Hobbs, New Mexico. 

Criminal complaint charging Julio Jacquez with the offense(s) of Burglary (3rd Degree 
Felony) and Receiving or Transferring a Stolen Motor Vehicle (4th Degree Felony) have 
been filed.  Jacquez was booked into the Lea County Detention Facility located in 
Lovington, New Mexico without further incident.  No Bond was set at the time of arrest. 

Criminal complaint charging Emmanuel Salazar with the offense(s) of Burglary (3rd

Degree Felony) and Receiving or Transferring a Stolen Motor Vehicle (4th Degree Felony) 
have been filed.  Salazar was booked into the Lea County Detention Facility located in 
Lovington, New Mexico without further incident.  No Bond was set at the time of arrest. 

Criminal complaint charging Sammy Espinosa with the offense(s) of Burglary (3rd Degree 
Felony) and Receiving or Transferring a Stolen Motor Vehicle (4th Degree Felony) have 
been filed.  Espinoza was booked into the Lea County Detention Facility located in 
Lovington, New Mexico without further incident.  No Bond was set at the time of arrest. 

The Lea County Sheriff’s Office would like to remind citizens to request a Deputy to please 
call the Lea County Sheriff’s Office at (575) 396-3611 or to report criminal or suspicious 
activities to the Lea County Crime Stoppers at (575) 393-8005.  Caller may remain 
anonymous.  
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